
 

 

Gulf Coast Student Success Conference  

hosted by Brazosport College Student Success Center and Writing Center 

Friday, November 11th, 2015 

Brazosport College 

500 College Drive, Lake Jackson, TX 

8:30-9:00  Breakfast and Conversation   Gator Hall 

  provided by Tommy’s 

9:00-9:15 Welcome     Gator Hall 

Dr. Millicent Valek ~ President, Brazosport College 

9:15-10:15 Keynote Workshop    Gator Hall 

  Alexandria Lockett, Ph.D. ~ Spelman College  

10:30-11:30 Session I     F.103, 104, 105 

11:45-12:45 Session II     F.102, 103, 104, 105 

12:45-1:45 Open Forum & Lunch    Gator Hall 

  provided by Tommy’s 

1:45-2:45 Session III     F.102, 103, 104, 105 

3:00-3:30 Snack      Gator Hall 

  provided by Tommy’s 

3:45-5:00 “Moons: Worlds of Mystery”   BASF Planetarium 

 

   

  



 

 

Keynote Workshop 

 

Alexandria Lockett, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of English 

Spelman College 

 

For over a decade, Alexandria Lockett has worked with diverse writers in the capacities of tutor, 

consultant, mentor, editor, career assistant, administrator, and instructor. Throughout her graduate 

studies at the University of Oklahoma (M.A.) and the Pennsylvania State University (Ph.D.), she assisted 

college student writers representing various classification levels, nationalities, academic disciplines, and 

programs.  As a Gates Millennium and McNair Scholar, she is committed to serving communities that 

include and represent individuals that identify with historically underserved 

gendered/ethnic/racial/linguistic/geographic/economic/able-bodied backgrounds. Currently, she is an 

Assistant Professor of English at Spelman College.  She joined the Spelman faculty in 2014, and she 

deeply enjoys the privilege of serving the oldest historically Black college for women.   

At Spelman, her major goal is to strengthen Spelman’s writing culture, raise the profile of writing at 

HBCUs, and significantly contribute to the transdisciplinary field of Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy 

Studies. Thus, she occupies two major leadership roles affiliated with Spelman’s Comprehensive Writing 

Program (CWP), which include serving as chair of the First-Year Writing committee, as well as serving on 

the Writing-Intensive Checklist Committee and the SpelFolio Jury. Alexandria is also working on several 

projects that integrate her areas of applied expertise in technical/professional writing, teaching with 

technology, and writing administration to her research interests in new media, surveillance, and social 

movements. For example, she was awarded a 2015 ACS Faculty Grant ($10,500), which she used to 

successfully organize and lead a faculty development symposium dedicated to diversifying online 

communities entitled, “Integrating Wikipedia into Writing-Intensive Courses at ACS Colleges."  She is 

also composing a book proposal for Leaked: A Rhetorical History of Miscegenation, as well as a 

longitudinal research effort to archive and analyze the writing experiences of Spelman College students.  

This project, Mapping the Literacy Histories and Practices of Spelman College Writers: A Case Study in 

Big Data Applications for Small English Departments, has successfully obtained IRB approval and will 

commence in fall 2016. 



 

 

Most of Alexandria’s teaching materials are freely available via her website alexandrialockett.com, 

SlideShare, and her various social media accounts. As a first-generation college student, Alexandria is 

dedicated to establishing frameworks and curricula that expand access to free higher-education and the 

entrepreneurial potential of the 21st century. She strongly believes in the sustainability of the Internet 

and its freedoms, which encourages her to practice radical openness as an ethical principle and 

educational value. For example, she frequently donates to the Wikimedia and Electronic Frontier 

Foundations, teaches her students to be critical users of technology, which includes: discussing the 

history of the Internet, its governance structures, user diversity, netizenship, and the significance of 

Free/Libre Open Source Software (FLOSS). 

For more information about her unique pedagogy approach, check out her philosophy of hacker names 

and Living Wiki(dly). You may also feel free to browse her Teaching Portfolio and relevant course 

experience. 

 

  



 

 

Session I    10:30-11:30 

Equity through Reading: A Look at Using Guided Reading Techniques    F.103 

Tabatha Rhodes ~ Brazosport College  

This presentation looks at the science behind reading in an effort to distinguish the best approaches to 

engage students. In this session, we will be looking at different methods for guided reading, how to use 

these processes, and how these methods can aid in improving reading equity as a whole.  

Learning Frameworks: Addressing Inequities from Day One     F.104 

Robert Irizarry ~ Brazosport College  

The presentation will cover a brief overview of the Learning Frameworks Course at Brazosport College. 

The overview will provide a brief historical synopsis of the course development, as well as a general 

description of the content as it is currently taught at BC.  

Common Struggles You Wouldn't Believe Your Students Have     F.105 

Angela Johnson & Tiffany Truby  ~ Brazosport College  

Most people who work with college freshmen realize these students struggle to meet expectations in 

their course work. During this session, we will explore some of the common, yet surprising, pitfalls that 

first-year students stumble into. We will also offer simple strategies to help combat these issues and 

create successful students.  

Session II    11:45-12:45 

How to Deal with Difficult Students and Promote Student Success    F.102 

Clint Lowe, Philip Rodriguez, Noor Chashmawala, & Brandon Kasinger  ~ Brazosport College  

The goal of this session is to demonstrate how difficult students act and how we can react to them. Our 

active presentation begins with a scenario that we have experienced personally and concludes with 

observational reflections. We aim to discuss how situations, like the one we present, can be handled in 

different ways.  

The Classified Student: Guiding Students with Learning Disabilities towards Self-Advocacy  F.103 

Josi Coulter & Tabatha Rhodes ~ Brazosport College  

This presentation focuses on working with learning disabled students. Covered topics include 

understanding backgrounds of learning disabled students, legal concerns, and practical advice on how to 

teach self-advocacy. Our observations in this field come from our own experiences with our learning 

disabilities and are drawn from working with other students. 

The Freshman/Junior          F.104 

Margaret Alarilla ~ Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi  

Dual credit programs are allowing young people to enter college with core credits completed.  This 

allows for an earlier graduation date as well as earlier entry into the workforce.  As this demographic of 



 

 

students grows yearly, what resources are needed for their success: peer mentoring, career counseling? 

How can we help this new group of students achieve academic success at the fast pace that they are 

going? What resources do they need to succeed in the workplace? Let's explore! 

The Numbers Don’t Lie          F.105 

Sydney Kennon & Lacie Linscombe  ~ Brazosport College  

Statistics show that students who attend SI earn a letter grade higher than those who do not. SI Leaders 

work hard to offer students tools that help them learn and evaluating their subject. Come and 

experience the enjoyment and fulfilment a SI session brings to the table and understand how SI works.  

Lunch & Open Forum   12:45-1:45     Gator Hall 

Group up with people from your school or another school, discuss your experience at the conference, 

and collaborate on ideas for the 2017 Gulf Coast Student Success Conference (GCSSC). Our 2017 theme 

is: Creativity and Student Success. 

Session III    1:45-2:45 

Providing Support Where None Exists        F.102 

Teaching Scientific Writing, Even as a Non-STEM Peer Educator  

Kira Mills ~ Texas A&M University-Commerce  

Despite a growing population of STEM students in higher education, several institutions in the 

US lack adequate support for scientific writing. This presentation aims to help non-STEM peer 

educators become capable of not only helping these students perfect their scientific writing 

skills, but also teach those without any previous experience. 

 Aproaching Students with Learning Differences 

Kayla Smith ~ Brazosport College 

Schools have support systems in place to help students who learn in standard ways, but we 

don’t always have support for students with learning differences. This hands-on session will 

allow particpants to experience various cognitive and learning differences and problem solve 

ways to best address students who see the world in non-standard ways. 

Title IX: What Does It Mean to You?        F.103 

Courtney Combs & Madeline Meylor ~ Brazosport College  

With the emergence of Title IX, the lines between peer tutor and reporter have been blurred. We hope 

to open a dialogue around the nuances of being a confidante for students, while also having a legal 

obligation to report. Our presentation will be interactive and largely based on audience participation. 

Breaking Barriers While Achieving Degrees       F.104 

Natalie Tchissambo, Marissa Nava, Erica Milner, Alvin Williams ~ Brazosport College  

Our presentation is about assisting our "break-out students." We will cover how we are making college a 

more comfortable experience for them. We are meeting the needs of our students with language 



 

 

barriers, disabilities, veterans, and people with a fear of professors, while providing students with a 

more equitable environment. 

"Hyperventilating HERE!”: How SI Alleviates Social Anxiety     F.105 

Laura Figueroa, Jeannette Dunham, Kaleigh Vanier  ~ Brazosport College  

Social anxiety is far more common than you think. Supplemental Instruction (SI) takes away the fear of 

speaking in front of strangers by offering a fun, competitive learning environment.  Hear SI Leader Laura 

tell her tale of how she alleviated her social anxieties through SI as a student and Leader. 

 

Snack     3:00-3:30    Gator Hall 

Planetarium Show   3:45-5:00    BASF Planetarium 

“Moons: Worlds of Mystery” 

Take a journey through our solar system and explore the remarkable diversity — and surprising might — 

of moons! Learn what these celestial bodies reveal about the history and workings of our solar system. 

  



 

 

2017 Call For Papers 

Theme: Creativity & Student Success    November 17th, 2017  Brazosport College 

The theme of the 2017 Gulf Coast Student Success Conference is Creativity and Student Success.  

In the introduction to their 2008 book, Creative Approaches to Writing Center Work, Kevin Dvorak and 

Shanti Bruce organize a collection of essays that help Writing Center professionals explore the ways 

“creativity and play enhance—and complicate—writing center work…staff education…[and] community 

outreach and education” (xiii). Best practices and procedures regarding tutoring all subjects abound, but 

educational theory has told us time and again that play can be educational. Lessons, when enjoyable, 

are better retained than those presented without passion or energy.  

By building work Dvorak and Bruce began almost a decade ago, the 2017 Gulf Coast Student Success 

Conference will invite interdisciplinary presentations and conversations dealing with Creativity and 

Student Success. We would like to encourage participants to address the following questions: 

 How do/can you bring createivity and/or play into your work as a writing, math, subject tutor, SI 

Leader, or Student mentor?  

 How is the work of tutoring, SI Leading, mentoring, creative? 

 What creative techniques have you developed for dealing with challenging students and/or 

negotiating rigorous concepts? 

 How can academic writing,math, and/or science be creative? 

 How can/are tutoring, mentoring, SI leading be creative roles?  

 What role does creativity play in your tutor, leader, and/or mentor training and professional 

development? 

 How do you create a space in your Center for creative play (coloring pages, events, games, etc.)? 

Presentations may address any issue of interest outside of the theme, but preference will be given to 

proposals dealing with the use of creativity to enhance student success. Break-out sessions will be 

populated with 55 minute presentations in one of these presentation strands: 

 Math Tutoring 

 Writing Tutoring 

 Supplemental Instruction 

 Student Mentors 
 

 Other Subject Matter Tutors 

 Coordinating & Directing Tutoring 
Centers/SI Programs 

 Training tutors, leaders, and/or 
mentors 

In keeping with our mission, the GCSSC provides a forum for tutors, SI leaders, and student mentors to 

share their practices, research, difficulties, and successes. While the GCSSC welcomes faculty, directors, 

coordinators, and administrators to attend, we prefer that they act as Chairs, Moderators, and/or Co-

presenters with their tutors and student support staff. 

Individual and/or Panel presentations are acceptable. 


