
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Most vs. Almost 

 
In informal speech, many 
people shorten almost to 
most. While you might see 
this often, it is something you 
should avoid because it can 
distort the meaning of your 
sentence. This can cause 
the meaning of your 
sentence to be unclear to 
readers.  
 
Examples:  
 
Most every student has 
already started classes.  
 
Using most here gives your 
reading two different 
meanings. Most means not 
all of the students, but then 
every means all of the 
students.  
 
Almost every student has 
already started classes.  
 
Here almost serves as a 
modifier of every to tell the 
reader the sentence is 
referring to nearly all 
students. 
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