
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Writing Strong Core 

Paragraphs 
 

Why write? 
We write to communicate our 
ideas to other people.  
 

Why read? 
We read others’ 
research/writing to better 
understand things we’re 
interested in. 
 

Why write core 
paragraphs? 
We write core paragraphs to 
develop our purposes. If you 
view your essay as part of a 
larger conversation about your 
topic, your core paragraphs 
are where that conversation 
happens.  
 

Parts of a CORE 
paragraph: 

 

Framing Lead 
Think of the first sentences of 
your paragraph as a frame 
that sets up the ideas you’re 
about to discuss.  
 
Get your readers’ attention 
with a strong statement about 
the TOPIC of your paragraph 
and how that topic connects to 
your purpose.  
 
Your FRAMING LEAD 
sentences tell your reader 
what you will use your 
paragraph to show. 
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Avoid “list” leads: “First…” 
“Another example…” “Next…”  
 

Source Move 
Introduce your evidence 
(include the author’s name 
and source title). 
 
Insert and cite your evidence. 
Drop in the quotation or 
paraphrase that supports this 
paragraph’s claim. 
 

Interpretation Move  
Explain what the quote means 
and why it’s important to your 
argument.  
 
Summarize the quote (1-2 
sentences) to establish 
credibility by demonstrating 
that you do know what the 
author is saying even if you 
don’t agree.  
 
Interpret the quote (2-3 
sentences). Discuss how the 
source move develops your 
purpose. Ask yourself: how 
does this evidence prove the 
point I am trying to make in 
this paragraph and/or my 
paper as a whole?  
 
Rule of thumb: for every line 
you quote, you will have at 
least one line of interpretation. 
 

Remember: A paragraph is 
a move you use to unpack 
ONE idea. Don’t run more 
than one quotation or concept 
into one paragraph. Slow 
down and show your readers 
what you’re thinking, why you 
chose these sources, and the 
connections you see between 
them and your purpose. 
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