
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Setting Up a 
Paper 

 
Why write? 
We write to communicate our 
ideas to other people.  
 
Why read? 
We read others’ 
research/writing to better 
understand things we’re 
interested in. 
 
Why set up? 
We set up to let readers 
know what they are about to 
read. 
 

Parts of a set up 
paragraph: 

 
Lead  
 
Get your readers’ attention 
with a strong statement 
about the issue you’re 
discussing. 
 
Avoid rhetorical questions. 
Instead, harness their power 
by writing the answer you’d 
give.  
 
Avoid empty leads: “Since 
the beginning of time…,” 
“We are all aware that…,” 
“Everyone understands that 
xxxx is important…”  
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Sources 
 
Discuss the sources you will 
use in your paper, and 
discuss how you will use 
those sources to develop 
your argument. 
Be sure to list the author’s 
full name(s) and title. 
 
Purpose statement 
 
Clearly and directly state 
your thesis/purpose in the 
introduction. 
 
Don’t wait until the 
conclusion to let your 
readers know what you’re 
talking about. Most readers 
won’t spend that much time 
looking for the point.  
 
If you don’t clearly state your 
purpose in the introduction, 
you’ll lose your reader’s 
attention before they get to 
the middle. 
 
If you view your essay as 
part of a larger conversation 
about your topic, your 
introduction needs to set 
readers up to move through 
your source paragraphs. 
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