
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Introduction / Set-up  
 
Lead: Get your audience’s 
attention. 
 
Sources: Discuss the 
source(s) you will discuss in 
your essay.  Be sure to offer 
the title and author, as well 
as any context you deem 
important to your purpose 
(publication venue, time, 
etc.). 
 
Purpose: Clearly state 
YOUR purpose/ thesis/ 
claim/ argument.  
                
Body / Core 
 
Your body will be made up of 
multiple moves. 
 
Each move may have 
multiple paragraphs. 
 
A paragraph has ONE IDEA 
and ONE QUOTATION 
ONLY.  
 
Each paragraph in your core 
should be structured like a 
sandwich: 
 

• Top Bun—Set-up 
 

• Topic Sentence—a 
sentence (or two) that 
connects your 
paragraph to your 
purpose. 
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• Protein—quotation 
 

• Bottom Bun—
Interpretation of 
quotation 

 
Summarize the quote in your 
own words. 
  
Describe how that quotation 
develops your paragraph’s 
topic (and your purpose) 
 
Conclusion / so what? 
 
The last paragraph of the 
paper quickly restates your 
purpose. 
 
This paragraph(s) discusses 
what you learned about your 
purpose and what future 
research you (or others) 
could do dealing with your 
purpose.   
 
This paragraph(s) calls 
readers to action by 
reminding them what 
questions remain regarding 
your purpose. 
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