There is a freeware program called “Snippy” that makes capturing a part of the screen easy.  It is useful for clipping pieces of the screen and pasting them into Word files as pictures.  You can also save them as any of several types of files and link to them or put them into PowerPoint slides.
One really useful thing to do with it is to “stabilize” the format of several items in Word.  The program occasionally decides to move things around when you save the file.  If you take a picture of the composition with snippy and then paste the picture in to replace the several pieces, it won’t change.
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You can cut an irregular shape or a rectangle.  This one was irregular. 
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This one was rectangular.  You can save the screen captures in any of several formats.
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This was a screen capture from a picture.  The label should really say, “Ice melting in sugar water” since the sugar is not melting.

You just Google “Download snippy.”  You click on the first link that appears.  Then you say run and you have it.  You do either have to put it in the start file (I don’t know exactly how to do this) or start snippy when you need to use it (not much trouble to do).
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Snippy

Snip, and you're done!

The download should start shortly.

Note that this is the actual Snippy executable — there is no install program. Simply save the file in some
convenient location on your hard-drive.

Click here to go back.




This is the address and the screen that you get (captured with snippy).  I don’t think that I had to tell it where I wanted it saved (the default value seemed to work fine).  You may have to deal with the download blocker (boxed above).  Just click on the yellow bar and tell it to download the file.

