Notes on Serous Membranes

(see fig. 1.10  p. 17 plus others on trans not in text.)

(text info  p. 17 and 138-139)

· Found only in ventral body cavities that do not open to the exterior of the body.  There are only 3.

· In each case there is a pair of membranes and a fluid in between.

· one membrane will be the inner surface of the “wall” of the cavity.

· other membrane will be on the surface of the organ(s) in the cavity.

· function of the fluid is lubrication... to reduce friction.  Organs in these locations are constantly in motion.  Friction must be reduced in order to avoid inflammation. 

	Location
	Serous Membranes 
	Cavity Name
	Serous Fluid 

	around the heart


	visceral pericardium

parietal pericardium


	pericardial
	pericardial

	around the lungs


	visceral pleura

parietal pleura


	pleural
	pleural

	around the digestive organs


	visceral peritoneum

parietal peritoneum
	peritoneal
	peritoneal


