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Core Curriculum Submission 
 

 

Component I: Course Selection Process 

A. Describe the institution’s process for ensuring that each course aligns with the 

Foundational Component Area description and includes the required Core Objectives. 

The General Education Assessment Committee 

The locus of planning, data collection and analysis, course review, and curriculum 

related to the Brazosport College core curriculum is the General Education Assessment 

Committee (GEAC).  Because this group determines the direction of the institution’s 

core, its membership and charge are included below. Committee members are: 

 Dean of Instruction (Committee Chair) 

 Vice President, Academic and Student Affairs 

 Division Chair, Communication and Fine Arts 

 Division Chair, Mathematics and Life Sciences 

 Division Chair, Social Science and Business 

 Division Chair, Physical Sciences and Process Technologies 

 Division Chair, Learning Frameworks and Student Success 

 Director, Institutional Research 

 Dean of Planning, Institutional Effectiveness and Research 

 Faculty, English 

 Faculty, Speech 

 Faculty, Life or Physical Science 

 Faculty, Visual and Performing Arts 

 Faculty, History or Government 

 Faculty, Social and Behavioral Science 

 Student Representative 

The charge of the General Education Assessment Committee is to provide leadership 

and coordination for the assessment of general education outcomes including the: 

1. Development of a general education outcomes assessment plan 
2. Development and implementation of assessment projects 
3. Coordination with faculty to evaluate assessment results and recommend 

improvements 
4. Evaluation of the annual general education assessment process 
5. Coordination with Planning and Institutional Effectiveness Council  
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Inclusion of Courses in the Existing Core 

In 2010 and 2011, members of GEAC, assisted by select faculty, performed a complete 

review of the existing core curriculum. This included the evaluation of each core course 

to ensure that it met the intellectual competencies, perspectives, and objectives defined 

by the THECB for each core area. 

In February of 2012, GEAC members reviewed the requirements of the new core 

curriculum, including Foundational Component Areas and Core Objectives. First, the 

new Core Objectives were broken down into a set of Core Student Learning Outcomes 

(CSLO’s).  The committee then began an examination of the existing core. It was 

determined that the Foundational Component Areas and Objectives of the new core 

could be mapped to the some existing core areas and applicable competencies, 

perspectives and objectives, reviewed in the previous year. Faculty in each academic 

area reviewed every course in the existing core, previous objective mapping, and the 

CSLO’s, and with one exception (Business Computer Applications), recommended to 

GEAC that all existing core courses be included in the new core.   

In addition to faculty recommendations, GEAC members also considered enrollment 

trends, course completion data, degree plan requirements, and transferability. GEAC 

concurred with faculty and the recommendation was sent to the Curriculum and 

Instruction Committee for approval in the Spring of 2012. 

Considerable attention was paid to BCIS 1405: Business Computer Applications. Since 

the new core does not have a Foundational Component Area in Computer Literacy, this 

course did not meet the minimum recommendation for inclusion in the new core 

curriculum.  Furthermore, it was determined that this course did not include at least four 

Core Objectives as required to be included in the Component Area Option of the new 

core curriculum. Therefore, members of GEAC recommended that this course be 

removed from the new core curriculum. GEAC also recommended, however, that this 

course be required to earn Associate of Arts and Associate of Science degrees. This 

course is also required for several Associate of Applied Science degrees. The 

Curriculum and Instruction Committee concurred with this recommendation. 

Inclusion of New Core Courses 

With the removal of BCIS 1405 and the credit hour reduction of Life and Physical 

Sciences from eight to six semester credit hours, the new core curriculum was three 

credits below the required 42 credit hour requirement. To meet this requirement,  GEAC 

created a process for core course inclusion. For a course to be included in the core, 

faculty must: 
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 Complete a Core Course Proposal, which includes the Foundational Component 

Area for inclusion and the Core Student Learning Outcomes addressed by the 

course. All full time faculty teaching the course must sign the proposal.  

 The submitted proposal must be recommended by the applicable division chair 

and the Dean of Instruction before being considered by the General Education 

Assessment Committee. 

 The proposal is reviewed individually by all GEAC members. For inclusion in the 

core, an affirmative vote by a two thirds majority of GEAC members is required.  

 If recommended by GEAC, the proposal is submitted to the Curriculum and 

Instruction committee for approval and inclusion in the core. 

Faculty teaching PSYC 1300: Learning Frameworks submitted a proposal for inclusion 

in the Component Area Option of the core. This recommendation was subsequently 

approved and the course is included in the proposed core curriculum. This process will 

be used for all future core course considerations. 

Documents included for review of Component I are located at 

http://www.brazosport.edu/thecb and include the following: 

 Brazosport College Core Student Learning Outcomes (CSLO) 

 Mapping of Existing Core Courses to Intellectual Competencies, Perspectives 

and Objectives 

 Core Course Proposal Form 

 Core Course Proposal for PSYC 1300, Learning Frameworks 

  

http://www.brazosport.edu/thecb
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Component II: Core Objective Assessment Plan 
 
A. Describe the institution’s process to determine the appropriate level of attainment of 

each Core Objective. 

 

As previously mentioned in the Component I narrative, members of GEAC began by 

examining the Core Objectives and breaking them down into Core Student Learning 

Outcomes (CSLO).  Outcomes to be assessed were assigned to each course in each 

Foundational Component Area. GEAC members then designed assessment rubrics for 

each CSLO, adapted from the Association of American Colleges and Universities LEAP 

VALUE rubrics. Rubrics already used by faculty to evaluate similar student outcomes in 

various courses were also considered and adapted. For each CSLO, three levels of 

attainment were defined: 1) Does Not Meet Expectation, 2) Meets Expectation, and 3) 

Exceeds Expectation. 

 

Discussion for determining the appropriate level of Core Objective attainment began 

with the acknowledgment that this cannot be fully determined until faculty designed 

assessments are used and evaluated. To determine a starting point, faculty and staff 

began by reviewing assessment data from the existing core curriculum. It was readily 

apparent that there was not a clear mapping from existing core assessments to all new 

Core Objectives. However, some existing core competencies, perspectives, and 

objectives did map to the new Core Objectives. Data from recent assessment cycles 

was collected and examined (results included in the supporting documents). 

 

Based on data from previous core assessment cycles and other data examined by 

GEAC members, it was determined that an initial benchmark of “Seventy five percent of 

qualified students will either meet or exceed expectation in each Core Objective.” 

 

Beginning in the Spring of 2014, the Core Objectives assessment plan will be piloted.  

Faculty will collect assessment artifacts of student work in at least one section of each 

core course offered. Under the guidance of GEAC and the Office of Institutional 

Research, a team of faculty will evaluate student work using the appropriate rubrics.  

Data from this pilot will be used to validate the benchmark and/or make changes.  

Faculty will also review assessment items and revise as needed. 
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B. Describe the institution’s plan for assessment of each Core Objective. Include the 

following components of the institution’s assessment plan:  

 

 Assessment methods – explain the methodology (institutional portfolios, 

embedded assessment, etc.), describe the measures (must include at least 

one direct measure), outline the frequency and timeline of assessment: 

 Criteria/Targets – explain the criteria and targets for the level of attainment of 

each Core Objective, include references to externally informed benchmarks;  

 Analysis – explain how the results of the assessment will be evaluated; and  

 Actions and Follow-up – explain the process for improving student learning 

based on the assessment results.  

 

Assessment Methods and Criteria 

Direct (Student Demonstration of Learning) 

Core student learning outcomes defined by GEAC were randomly assigned to courses 

in each Foundational Component Area according to the Core Objectives being 

assessed in that area. Each course in the core curriculum will assess four CSLO’s (see 

supporting documents for alignment matrix). Faculty teaching these courses designed 

assignments that measure the assigned core student learning outcome. These 

assessments were reviewed by other faculty and modified as needed.   

Each semester, a statistically significant random sample of student work will be 

collected for assessment in every core course (see assessment cycle below). Student 

work will be measured using the previously mentioned rubrics and evaluated as: 1) 

Does Not Meet Expectation, 2) Meets Expectation, and 3) Exceeds Expectation. 

 

Indirect (Student Perception and Engagement) 

Brazosport College participates in the Community College Survey of Student 

Engagement (CCSSE). Several CCSSE survey items relate to Core Objectives (see 

supporting documents). These survey items do not directly measure student learning, 

but instead measure student perception of instruction and engagement. Institutional 

data from the 2012 survey will be used as a benchmark. As Core Objectives are taught 

and assessed, Brazosport College expects to see increases in these CCSSE 

assessment items. Faculty will examine these results and make recommendations for 

instructional improvement as part of the Brazosport College Plan for continuous 

improvement. 
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The Assessment Cycle: Data Collection and Analysis 

Core curriculum objectives will be assessed each semester, according to the following 

cycle. Each assessment cycle contains four phases. 

 

 Phase 1: Assessment Team Selection and Training 

 

o The General Education Assessment Committee (GEAC), during the 

semester being assessed, will select six teams of interdisciplinary faculty 

and staff, each to be responsible for assessing one core objective.  

Appointments will be reviewed and modified as needed by the Dean of 

Instruction and the Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs.   

o After teams are approved, the Employee Development Center, working 

with the Dean of Instruction and the Dean of Planning, Insititutional 

Effectiveness and Research, will train all team members. Training will 

include the correct use of scoring rubrics, a review of the evaluation of 

past student work, and calibration training to ensure reliability of scores. 

 

 Phase 2: Collection of Student Learning Artifacts 

 

o During the semester, faculty will assign and collect each designated 

assessment in every core curriculum course, as described in each Core 

Student Learning Outcome (CSLO) alignment form. While only a sample 

of student work will be reviewed, collection of work from all students will 

ensure that course requirements are equitable and promote a college wide 

culture of inquiry and accountability. 

o During the semester, The Office of Institutional Research (OIR) will 

identify a statistically significant randomized sample of students taking 

courses across each Foundational Component Area of the core. Students 

who have earned fewer than 20 semester credit hours will be eliminated 

from the samples to ensure adequate mastery of competencies in the 

Core Objectives. 

o During the semester, the Office of Institutional Research will distribute the 

names of students selected for each sample to each core faculty member, 

organized by course and section. For each student identified in the 

sample, faculty will submit collected assessment artifacts to the Office of 

Institutional Research. 
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 Phase 3: Organization and Assessment 

 

o Student work collected in the previous semester will be organized by the 

Office of Institutional Research by core objective for review. 

o Previously trained faculty teams will review all student work using the 

appropriate core assessment rubric.  Data will be recorded and collected 

electronically for submission to the Office of Institutional Research upon 

completion of the review. 

 

 Phase 4: Analysis and Reporting 

 

o After faculty teams have completed their assessment of student work, the 

Office of Institutional Research will compile all assessment data. Data will 

be disaggregated by Foundational Component Area, by course, and by 

performance indicator. 

o Data will be submitted to GEAC for review. Specific strengths and 

weaknesses will be identified and recommendations made to the Dean of 

Instruction. GEAC will also determine the effectiveness of the assessment 

process, faculty review teams, and rubrics and make recommendations for 

revision and improvement. Before the start of each academic year, GEAC 

will prepare a core curriculum report to the college community, including 

assessment data from the previous two semesters.   

 

Continuous Improvement: Action and Follow Up 

As part of the Brazosport College Plan for Continuous Improvement, all faculty engage 

in program data review before the start of the fall semester. This review includes both 

instructional and non-instructional programs. Faculty teaching core courses will be 

grouped into interdisciplinary teams to review both direct assessment data, non-direct 

measures (including CCSSE and SENSE), and the GEAC annual report. Faculty will 

make general recommendations for improvement to the Dean of Instruction, appropriate 

academic division chairs, and faculty. 

Working with their division chair, faculty teaching core courses will set goals and devise 

an action plan improving student learning and Core Objective attainment in their 

courses.  Possible action items may include curriculum revision, the inclusion of active 

learning strategies, and professional development in high impact educational practices. 

The Dean of Instruction, working with academic division chairs, will review each 

departmental action plan. Plans will be shared with the Dean of Planning, Institutional 
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Effectiveness, and Research and the Director of Employee Development to determine, 

design, and offer needed training for faculty. 

The annual core curriculum report, prepared by the members of GEAC, will also be 

shared with the Planning and Institutional Effectiveness Council and the Board of 

Regents. 

Documents Included for Review at http://www.brazosport.edu/thecb are listed below. 

 Brazosport College Core Student Learning Outcomes (CSLO) 

 Core Student Learning Outcomes Alignment Matrix 

 CCSSE Survey Items Related to Core Objectives and CSLO’s 

 Critical Thinking Skills Assessment Rubric 

 Communication Skills Assessment Rubric 

 Empirical and Quantitative Skills Assessment Rubric 

 Teamwork Assessment Rubric 

 Social Responsibility Assessment Rubric 

 Personal Responsibility Assessment Rubric 

 Core Assessment Timeline 

 

  

http://www.brazosport.edu/thecb


Page | 9  
 

Component III: Proposed Courses 

A. Provide the course prefix, number, title, semester credit hours, component area, and 

Texas Common Course Number (TCCNS) equivalent. 

All academic courses at Brazosport College adhere to the guidelines of the Academic 

Course Guide Manual (ACGM) and are numbered according the TCCNS.  The faculty of 

Brazosport College propose that the following courses be included in the Brazosport 

College Core Curriculum. 

 

THE BRAZOSPORT COLLEGE CORE CURRICULUM (42 SCH) 

    

Component Area Core Course Course Title SCH 

    Communications (6) ENGL 1301 Composition and Rhetoric I 3 

 
SPCH 1315 or Fundamentals of Speech 3 

  SPCH 1318 or Interpersonal/Small Group Communication  3 

  SPCH 1321 Business and Professional Communication  3 

    Mathematics (3) MATH 1314 College Algebra 3 

 
MATH 1316 Trigonometry 3 

  MATH 1324 Finite Mathematics 3 

 
MATH 1325 Business Calculus 3 

  MATH 1342 Statistics 3 

 
MATH 1350 Fundamentals of Mathematics I 3 

  MATH 2412 Precalculus 4 

 
MATH 2413 Calculus I 4 

  MATH 2414 Calculus II 4 

    Life and Physical Science (6)  CHEM 1311 General Chemistry I 3 

 
CHEM 1312 General Chemistry II 3 

  PHYS 1301 College Physics I 3 

 
PHYS 1302 College Physics II 3 

  PHYS 2325 Mechanics and Heat 3 

 
PHYS 2326 Electricity, Magnetism and Light 3 

  BIOL 1306 General Biology I 3 

 
BIOL 1307 General Biology II 3 

  BIOL 2320 Microbiology 3 

 
ENVR 1301 Environmental Science I 3 

  ENVR 1302 Environmental Science II 3 
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    Lang., Philosophy, Culture (3) HUMA 1301 Introduction to Humanities 3 

 
PHIL 1301 Introduction to Philosophy 3 

  ENGL 2322 British Literature I 3 

 
ENGL 2323 British Literature II 3 

  ENGL 2327 American Literature I 3 

 
ENGL 2328 American Literature II 3 

  ENGL 2331 World Literature 3 

 
ENGL 2342 Forms of Literature I 3 

  ENGL 2343 Forms of Literature II 3 

    Creative Arts (3) ARTS 1301 Art Appreciation 3 

 
DRAM 1310 Introduction to the Theatre 3 

  MUSI 1306 Music Appreciation 3 

    American History (6) HIST 1301 and United States History to 1877 3 

 
HIST 1302 or United States History 1877 to Present 3 

  HIST 2301 Survey of Texas History 3 

 
HIST 2327 and Mexican America History I 3 

  HIST 2328 Mexican America History II 3 

    
Government/Political Science (6) GOVT 2305 Federal Government 3 

  GOVT 2306 Texas Government 3 

    Social and Behavioral Science (3) PSYC 2301 General Psychology 3 

 
PSYC 2314 Life Span Growth and Development 3 

  PSYC 2316 Psychology of Personality 3 

 
SOCI 1301 Introduction to Sociology 3 

  SOCI 1306 Social Problems 3 

 
SOCI 2301 Sociology of Marriage and Family 3 

  GEOG 1302 Cultural Geography 3 

  GEOG 1303 World Regional Geography 3 

    Component Area Option (6) ENGL 1302 Composition and Rhetoric II 3 

  PSYC 1300 Learning Frameworks 3 
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B. Provide link(s) to specific documentation of how the students will demonstrate the 
Core Objectives, such as syllabi and other relevant material. 
 
For each course included in the Brazosport College Core Curriculum, faculty have 
created the following documents.  Each document is posted for review at 
http://www.brazosport.edu/thecb. 
 

 Departmental Syllabus: Including Core Objectives assessed, general outline of 
topics, and course specific student learning outcomes. 
 

 Core Student Learning Outcomes Alignment Form and Assessment: Including 
the Core Student Learning Outcomes (CSLO) selected for assessment in each 
course and the assessment tool used for measure.  

 

Note: All science courses in the previous Brazosport College Core Curriculum were four 

credit hours and included a lab. In the proposed core, only the lecture component will be 

included, but the lab component will be required for degree attainment at Brazosport 

College.  

 

 

http://www.brazosport.edu/thecb

