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CHAPTER 35’s 
Survivor’s and Dependents’ Educational Assistance Program (DEA) 

STUDENT STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING FOR VETERAN BENEFITS 
Brazosport College 

 
 
VERY IMPORTANT DETAILS:  Please read and check off each item after you have read it. 
Don’t hesitate to mark and ask about any item you are not clear about. Sign and date the last page. 
 
My VA benefit does NOT pay my tuition & fees or cost of books—it pays me a monthly stipend in arrears only based on 
exactly how many days each month I am actually enrolled in classes. It does NOT pay me in between terms. ____ 
 
If I have not already done so, I must apply for Ch. 35, DEA benefits at www.gibill.va.gov. If I have questions, I should call 888-442-
4551 (toll free VA Call Center) in Muskogee, OK. If just applying, write down the Confirmation Number here: ______________ 
 
After Muskogee processes the initial application (6-8 weeks usually), I will receive a Certificate of Eligibility letter from that office 
stating the amount of benefits that will be received, the time period it is awarded for, and the months of entitlement, as well as other 
important information. I must either bring a copy of this to the BC School Certifying Official’s Office for my VA file as soon as 
it is received, or go to eBenefits, create a regular account, and print the proof and remaining entitlement info from there._____ 
 
If I have drawn VA educational benefits at another institution, but now plan to attend Brazosport College, I must complete VA 
form 22-5495. This form is used to change my place of training or program (degree or certificate goal). ____ 
 
I must submit a BC Request to be Certified for VA Benefits form EVERY semester as soon as I register. I can find an online 
request form at the BC website under “Paying for College,” “Veteran Information” “Request to be Certified” or I can pick up a one-
page form in the Veterans’ room in E-127 beside the Veterans’ Benefits Office. The School Certifying Official, (referred to as the 
SCO through the rest of this form), will not even know I am in classes or certify me without receiving this every term, and I will 
receive no pay benefits unless I am certified. The SCO will verify that the courses are on my degree plan and then send the 
certification to the VA in Muskogee, Oklahoma.____ 
 
I must furnish the Registrar’s Office with an OFFICIAL transcript from ALL accredited colleges and/or universities I previously 
enrolled at, whether I completed or passed the classes or not, before I register for a second term. The SCO can use an unofficial 
transcript copy. If I cannot provide copies of ALL previous colleges I attended to the SCO right away, I should request a 
“Certification Prior to Receiving All Transcripts” form from that office to complete for my file and I would be responsible to 
pay back any money to the VA if I am certified for a class I already have another similar one that can fill that 
requirement.____   
 
The School Certifying Official (SCO) MUST have a copy of transcripts from EVERY college I have ever attended in my file for the 
VA auditors—even colleges/schools that are not accredited, even though the college does not require transcripts from 
unaccredited schools. These unaccredited school transcripts can be unofficial copies. ____ 
 
The SCO is required to evaluate ALL prior courses to see if any can be applied to my degree or certificate plan at Brazosport College 
and must report how many hours prior credit can apply to my plan at BC. IF the SCO certifies me for a class, and later receives a 
transcript and sees that I already had a class to fill that slot, the SCO has no choice but to UN-certify me for the class. I will be 
responsible for any money I owe back to the VA because I already had a class that filled that slot that the SCO was unaware of 
at the time of certification.  Initial: _____ 
 
If a course has any prerequisites (listed in the course descriptions in the back of the catalog), I must take the prerequisite 
courses prior to enrolling for the course that requires them. The registration system does not check for these. It is my 
responsibility to check for prerequisites before signing up for classes. ____ 
 
I should follow the same BC catalog  YEAR that is on file in the BC Certifying Official’s Office in E-126—usually the catalog  that 
was in effect when I started on VA benefits.  If I change my mind about catalog year I wish to follow, I must notify the BC Certifying 
Official. I should tell counselors what catalog year I am pursuing when I go ask them for assistance.____ 
 
I need to learn to be PRO-ACTIVE with my degree plan and classes. Counselors and SCO’s are human and WILL occasionally 
make mistakes. I should learn to follow my degree plan in the catalog and track my progress. I should learn to run my own degree 
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audits on MyBC and question anything I am not sure of, including whether the Registrar’s Office gave credit for all the courses they 
should have if I had a transcript coming to BC from another college.____ 
 
If I have also been in the military myself, unless I was in the Air Force, the Veterans Certifying Official MUST receive a copy 
of my military Joint Service Transcript I can print this out by going to https://jst.doded.mil  and creating a PREMIUM account (for 
veterans themselves), then clicking on a transcript link a couple of times. However, if I was in the Air Force, the Registrar’s Office 
must receive an OFFICIAL copy of my CCAF transcript. The SCO can use an unofficial copy of it in the beginning._____ 
 
VERY IMPORTANT! NO FULL PAYCHECK FIVE MONTHS OUT OF THE YEAR! 
Monthly payments are paid in ARREARS. After I finish a calendar  month, I am then paid for it by the VA and I only receive pay 
for the days during a term, not days of the month prior to or after the dates of the actual semester term, therefore, there will be FIVE 
months out of the year I receive much smaller monthly payments. Months affected: Jan., May, June, Aug. & Dec. I must save and 
plan ahead for these months. ____ 
 
Once the certification process is completed and leaves the BC SCO’s Office, it takes an average of  3-6 weeks for the VA to process 
 it. ____ 
 
SELF-PACED COURSES like MATH 0410, 0411, 0412, OR ANY SELF-PACED COURSES, ARE NOT COVERED BY VA, 
so remind counselors of that unless you wish to pay for it yourself or can use Hazlewood to cover it, it cannot be certified for 
VA benefits although you may choose to take it and just not draw VA benefits for it. ___ 
 
IF I sign up for a Winter Mini or a May Intersession, that would help me earn more pay during December & May, but it is not 
recommended I sign up for my very first online class during one of those cram-packed 3-week sessions unless I have already 
taken an online class using D2L during a regular length term first! ______ 
 
 If I change my schedule or receive notice of a cancelled class, I must immediately either 1) call  979-230-3473,  2) email the VA 
School Certifying Official,  tanisha.millender@brazosport.edu or 3) personally sign in to be seen in the SCO’s office in E-126 
to notify the SCO of what change took place so a new statement can be printed and adjustments made to my VA file. I will be 
responsible for any overpayments to the VA due to a change in my schedule, if applicable. _____ 
 
Any time I am registering for a term other than our standard fall and spring terms, the credit hours needed to be full-time change based 
on the length of the term. Summer Session I & II, 4 credits is usually full-time. Long Summer Session, full-time is usually 7. I should 
check with the Certifying Official’s Office or the VA if I have any questions on how many credits hours it takes to draw a certain 
amount of  monthly pay. _____ 
 
If I am certified for a class,  but I never actually begin and I do not officially withdraw myself quickly and notify the 
Certifying Official,  I will still be responsible to pay the tuition and fees to BC. Instructors always have the prerogative to 
withdraw inactive students but are not required to and many do not. Signature: ______________________________ 
 
If, while enrolled at Brazosport College as my primary institution, I wish be a concurrent student and be certified for a course 
at another institution that will apply towards my degree plan at BC, I must request the BC Veterans’ Certifying Official send a 
“Parent” letter to the other institution. ____ 
 
If I am concurrently enrolling at Brazosport College, which is NOT my primary (“parent”) institution, in order to be certified 
for courses I take at BC, I must request that my parent school send a “PIL/PSL—Parent Institution/School Letter to Brazosport 
College stating what courses I may take at Brazosport College for which term and that they will apply to my degree at the parent 
school.. ____ 
 
I have a one-time “free” drop of up to 6 hours without being penalized for reimbursement by the Department of Veterans Affairs. Any 
further drops with a grade of “W” will normally result in my being required to reimburse money to the VA. Exceptions for 
mitigating circumstances are made on a case-by-case basis. If I have mitigating circumstances, I should be sure to contact the VA for 
the proper form to send back to them. ____ 
 
I should find the college calendar  from the catalog each year and note when the deadlines for drop for non-payment are each term, 
and the deadline for withdrawing from a class, and other important information dates are.  There are certain dates for certain 
percentages of refunds I should watch closely. Failing to drop or withdraw from a class by just one day can make a HUGE difference 
in how much refund I might receive! _____  
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I will NOT receive “break pay” for breaks in between semesters. Payment is only for DURING the term. ____ 
 
It is MY responsibility to notify the regional office in Muskogee if I have a change of address, etc.  Changing any of my personal 
information at Brazosport College does NOT change my information at the VA Muskogee office. I must contact them personally 
(888-442-4551) to do that and I should also notify the BC Certifying Official, and the Registrar’s Office. ____ 
 
I am paid ONLY for courses that are required for completion of the degree plan that I have on file with the BC Veterans’ Certifying 
Official, including necessary prerequisite and remedial courses that test results show I need and have given to the BC Certifying 
Official a copy of.____ 
 
VA will not cover transitional/refresher courses unless I have taken a placement test that shows the need for that course. However, the 
VA will NOT pay for ANY self-paced transitional courses such as MATH 0410, 0411 & 0412.____ 
 
I cannot be certified/paid for courses for which I have previously received a passing grade, even if it was not a good one and I would 
like to repeat it. I can, however, do that on my own without drawing benefits for it but I would have to arrange for payment or 
Hazlewood benefits with the Financial Aid Office if I qualify for that waiver. ____ 
 
I will NOT receive “break pay” for breaks in between semesters. I am paid only for days enrolled during the different semester  
terms. ____ 
 
PURSUIT & ACADEMIC PROGRESS OF CLASSES: 
I am aware that if I have more absences than the teacher considers acceptable, the teacher has the prerogative to fill out a 
Class Withdrawal Form on me for which I will automatically be dropped from the course, the Department of Veterans Affairs 
will be notified, and my benefits will be adjusted accordingly, and I will owe money back to the VA. However, the teacher does 
not have to withdraw me (that is my responsibility) if I do not want to receive a poor or failing grade. _____ 

 
I understand that if I have missed more than one or two days of class, I should immediately notify the teacher and make every 
effort to get work made up promptly. ____ 
 
I must maintain satisfactory progress in classes (a minimum cumulative GPA of a 2.0). Details are given in the Brazosport 
College Course Catalog  under “Standards of Progress for Veterans Benefits.” A separate copy is also included in my packet of 
information I am receiving with additional critical notes on it I should read carefully. Signature:_____________________ 
 
OTHER ITEMS: 
If I enroll for less than half time, (less than 6 hours in the spring or fall, or less than 4 credits during a long summer session) I will 
only receive the equivalent of my Tuition and Fees. ____ 
 
If I am pursuing a class, participating in it regularly, and complete the final exam, but don’t pass it the FIRST time around, the VA 
will not require money back. However, if I repeat a class and fail it the second time, then I might owe money back to the VA! 
This does use up my benefits quicker by being paid BOTH terms for the same class. Signature___________________ 
 
Once I lack only 15 credits or less to complete a degree,  I MUST fill out an Application for Certificate, or an Application for 
Degree form and turn it in to a Registration Specialist or Registrar’s secretary. Otherwise, the fact that I completed the certificate 
or the degree will NOT be posted to my transcript! _____ 
 
The very last semester I am going to be FINISHING my degree and applying for graduation, that is the ONE time I can add a class(es) 
NOT on my degree plan, IF needed to bring me up to a full-time status and the VA will pay for the additional course(s). This is 
known as “rounding out” and will allow me to keep my payment benefit at the level I am accustomed to (e.g., full-time, ¾ time, or ½ 
time). However, as any other semester I am being paid to attend and participate in my class(es). If I am withdrawn from any 
courses by the instructor, or withdraw from them myself,  I will be responsible for any overpayment owed back to the VA. I 
must be in PURSUIT of all my courses. ____ 
 
The VA currently sends payments to Chapter 35’s automatically. I should set up direct deposit with the VA so my monthly payments 
do not have to go through US mail. I can do this by calling toll-free 877-838-2778.  If the VA decides to start requiring monthly 
certification, they will notify me of the change.____ 
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College students who begin their college career during or after the fall of 2007 are limited to six class W’s that are 
undocumented for “good cause.” Any withdrawals beyond those six will be posted as F’s. If you withdraw for reasons of good 
cause, be sure to provide documentation while withdrawing so the class withdrawal will not count against the limit.____ 
 
Any time the Department of Defense makes a change in BAH/MHA effective January 1, the VA will make it effective August 1 of 
that same year.  (The DoD uses the calendar year, but the VA will change it effective the next school year.) ______ 
 
If I have ANY questions, I should not hesitate to contact the School Certifying Official (“SCO”) in E-126A. ____ 
 
I have received a copy of this form for my personal records for future reference.  Initials: ______ 
   
Printed Name__________________________ Signature________________________________  Date_____________ 
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