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Brazosport College offers a wide selection of courses in Biology and Life 
Sciences, all of which have certain expectations when it comes to writing. You’re mainly 
going to write factual and technical papers, rather than emotional or narrative driven 
essays. Knowing what to expect in a class can benefit you and help you get ahead! 

 
Common Writing Tasks 

 
Literature Review: For this assignment students will be expected to critique, analyze, 
and review a piece of scientific literature. 

• Written in MLA or APA format. The format depends on the professor, so be sure 
to ask. 

• One of the few assignments in this field that allows you to write in first person. 
• Focus on key points and the author’s ideas/theories. 
• Don’t be afraid to express your opinion of the article; chop it up and critique it! 
• Avoid summary and in-text citations. This is an assignment that asks you to draw 

conclusions about a topic rather than restate what was already said in the article. 
 
Research Paper: This assignment offers students the opportunity to expand your 
knowledge of what you’ve learned in class and to open your minds to new ideas. 

• Written in APA format.  
• Expected to have a working thesis. A working thesis gives you enough focus and 

enough direction to proceed with your essay, critical analysis, or research paper, 
but also the freedom to change it as you write.  

• Conceptual and requires logical explanations. 
• When working with sources, avoid using direct quotations. Paraphrase your 

references.  
o The only reason to EVER use a direct quote is when you are analyzing the 

exact wording or phrase of that source. In science, the ideas are far 
more important than the exact wording of a phrase. Therefore, your 
writing should: 

1.  show that you understand the ideas in the source,  
2. rewrite those ideas in your own words, 
3. and attributing the credit for the idea to the original source. 

• Make sure that you know enough about the topic before you begin the writing 
process. (See “Reading In The Sciences”) 



Writing in Biology and Life Sciences 
 

 

   Like us on Facebook.  

• Start early and schedule several tutoring sessions with the Writing Center to 
keep you focused. Early sessions can focus on reading & annotating and forming 
a thesis. Later sessions can focus on revising and polishing your essay. The more 
sessions you schedule and the earlier you begin, the stronger your paper will be! 

 
Lab Report: The purpose for writing a lab report is to analyze the data collected from 
an experiment conducted in class. 

• Written in APA format 
• Third person point of view 
• Always concise, technical, and conceptual. 
• Includes a hypothesis, the steps taken to conduct the experiment, results, 

conclusions, and data. 
• Always chart your data, unless stated otherwise. For the best way to chart your 

date, please ask your professor.  

 

Getting Started 

 
Before writing a paper in a Life Science course, you need to plan out how you’re 

going to approach the assignment. Follow these steps: 
 
1. Read and annotate the articles you’re going to write about (if necessary). 
2. Brainstorm: Jot down all the ideas you can think of that might be included in 
your essay. 
3. Decide what the main topic (or thesis) of your paper will be. The main topic 
must be clear, easy to understand, and something you can write about for the 
entire paper. 
4. Organize other supporting ideas around this main topic to form an outline. 
5. Start writing your paper! 

 
For the first draft just getting your thoughts into words on paper is the most 

important thing. It’s not going to be perfect, but it can be revised later.  
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Reading in the Sciences 
 

It can be hard to understand scientific articles, so annotating them is very 
important. You can’t write about something you don’t fully understand. Here are some 
things to keep in mind while annotating: 
 

• If there’s an abstract, read it before you read the article. Abstracts will give the 
main points of the article so you can become somewhat familiar with the article’s 
main ideas before reading it. As you read the abstract, take note of the main 
points and organization of the article. This will help you better understand the 
article as you read it. 

• Think about the article’s strengths and weaknesses. 
• Think about whether or not the source seems credible. Questions to consider 

are: Who wrote the article? Where and when was it published? What other works 
does the article cite? 

• Summarize the article as you go. As you read each page or paragraph, write out 
the main points in the margins or on a post-it note.  

• Try to ‘reach out’ and connect to article to other areas/experiences. 
 

Remember that the goal of annotating a scientific paper is to be able to draw your 
own conclusions on the evidence presented.  
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Writing “Do”s 

 
Writing “Don’t”s 

 

• Start early! 

• Have a clear and concise topic to 

write about. 

• Annotate any articles that you 

need to read. 

• Paraphrase and cite source 

material. 

• Know your audience. 

• Organize your paper so that the 

sections flow together. 

• Ask your professor questions. 

• Visit the Writing Center! 

 

 

• Don’t be subjective and 

emotionally charged. 

• Don’t use jargon or confusing 

words. 

• Don’t use direct quotes. 

• Don’t be vague. 

• Don’t make your writing too 

convoluted. 

• Don’t wait to being writing. 

• Don’t wait to schedule an 

appointment with the Writing 

Center.  

 


