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Literature WAC Sheet 
 
The goal of writing about literature is to develop a deep understanding of the work, 
where a student can analyze and think critically about various types of literature.  
 
Types of literature: novels, plays, poetry, short stories, films, graphic novels, and 
nonfiction. 
 

General Tips for Writing about Literature  
 

● When writing about literature, it’s important to stay in the present tense. 
Literature happens in the moment that you’re reading it, so it always happens in 
the present tense.   
 

● Most literature classes use MLA format. If you’re unsure if this is the right format 
for your paper or citations, ask your professor. 
 

● Your introduction should include TAGT, which stands for: 
○ Title (the name of the piece of literature you’re writing about) 
○ Author (who wrote the literature you’re writing about) 
○ Genre (type of literature you’re writing about, like a novel or a play; not 

romance, science fiction, etc.) 
○ Thesis (your purpose statement) 

 
● A thesis, or purpose statement, includes the main point of your paper and tells 

the reader what you will discuss in your writing. Your thesis should be opinion-
based and supported with evidence from the text and secondary sources (if 
used) in your paper.  

Example: In Emily Brontë’s novel Wuthering Heights, Heathcliff and 
Cathy’s relationship is unhealthy because of the intensity of their jealousy 
and their destructive actions against each other. 
 

● A primary source is the text you’re reading for class; for example, if you’re 
reading the poem “The Waste Land” by T. S. Eliot in class, then that’s a primary 
source. A secondary source is an analysis of a primary source; for example, a 
literary criticism on “The Waste Land” by T.S. Eliot would be a secondary source.  
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How to Read for Class 
 

● Give yourself plenty of time to read the text. 
● Read the text multiple times! 
● Read the chapters in your handbook or 

textbook that discuss reading and writing about 
literature. 

● Consider reading certain works out loud, 
especially poetry or plays, to aid in 
understanding.  

● Make annotations! 
● If you have trouble reading, find an audio or 

video version of the text. 
● Be prepared to discuss assigned readings in 

class. 
● Participate in class discussions over the text; 

annotating your text helps to give notes on 
what to mention during class discussion.  

● Sources like SparkNotes, CliffsNotes, and 
Shmoop are not supplements for reading. 

● If you have questions over the material, ask 
your professor, peers, or tutors. 
 

 
How to Annotate 

 
Annotation is personal and unique. There’s no right 
way to do it. As you read, take notes about what 
stands out to you or what you think is important in the 
text. Other annotation tips include: 

● Mark passages or words that interest or 
confuse you. 

● Write questions for yourself. 
● Make note of important literary aspects of the 

text, i.e. theme, symbols, characters, etc. 
● Write notes in the margins of your text or on a 

separate sheet.  
● Highlight or underline in a bright color to make 

notes easy to follow. 
● Paraphrase sections of the text in your own 

words.  
● Create your own key using colors. For 

example, you might use a pink highlighter to 
mark symbols and a yellow highlighter to mark 
examples of a certain theme.  

 
Quote Sheet 

 
Making a quote sheet while reading often helps writers 
when they go to form their thesis and start their draft. 
 

1. Type or write down any quote in your reading 
that catches your eye. 

2. If you also annotated, go through the areas 
you marked to look for quotes. 

3. Look for patterns in the quotes where you can 
sort them. For example, if several quotes 
pertain to a certain character, you can group 
these quotes together. 

4. Looking at your quote sheet can then help you 
arrive at a purpose/thesis for your paper. 

 
Tips for Analyzing Literature 

 
● Read the assigned text! (Visit the WC if you 

need help with your reading.) 
● Utilize course materials such as textbooks or 

materials on D2L. 
● Listen and participate in class discussions for 

understanding and possible ideas for your 
paper. 

● Trust your ideas and opinions about the text. 
Base your thesis around your idea/opinion 
about the text. 

● Connect the text to the world today, other 
classes you’re taking, other works of 
literature, or personal experience. 

● Think outside your own identity. How could 
the text connect to identities different from 
your own? 

● Go deep; unpack your ideas to the fullest 
extent. 

● Support your ideas with evidence from the 
text or secondary sources. 
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What Makes “Good” Writing 
 

● Don’t just summarize the text! Remember, you’re not writing a book report. 
● Have a clear, specific, opinion-based thesis. 
● Use evidence/quotes from the text or source to support your thesis. 
● Unpack―explain―your quotes and your analysis. 
● Use of secondary sources is often encouraged. 
● Make sure you have a “so-what” factor一 Why are you writing your paper? 
● Include correct use of mechanics, grammar, and MLA format. 
● Center each paragraph on one idea/quote. 
● Organize points and details in a logical way that supports your thesis. 
● The majority of your paper should be in your own words. Don’t use too many 

quotes.  
● When paraphrasing, be sure to change the original wording, syntax, and 

sentence structure to avoid plagiarism. 
● Cite each source you use. 

 

Common Assignments 
Mini papers:  
 
These assignments normally only require a primary source. Most of the time assignments 
like this are written as a long paragraph and focus on one aspect of the literature. This is an 
analysis paper, so you are expected to use evidence, such as quotes, from the reading to 
prove your points. For example, you might explain the meaning of the bamboo curtain in the 
short story “Hills like White Elephants.” 
 
Analysis paper:  
 
This is very similar to a mini paper, but, where a mini paper might only have one main idea, 
this type of assignment proves multiple things in one given work. You may be using different 
types of literature for this assignment. 
 
 Possible Assignments: 
 

o In a short story analysis, you might explain all of the symbols associated with 
travel in the short story “Hills like White Elephants,” or you might explain the 
symbols of the hills, white elephants, and the train station. 

o In a poetry analysis, you might write about the use of irony in the poem “The 
Ballad of Birmingham.” 

o In a drama analysis, you might write about the symbol of the Golden Dancer, 
a rocking horse, in the play Inherit the Wind. 

o In a film analysis, you might write about the symbolism of sleds in Citizen 
Kane. 
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Research papers: 

These type of assignments are analysis papers that can focus on one or more works. 
Secondary sources, such as scholarly articles, are normally required.  Like other analysis 
papers, evidence from literature works are used. This type of assignment might focus on 
multiple literature elements. For example, you might be comparing the theme of love in the 
short stories “A Rose for Emily” and “The Yellow Wallpaper” and be backing up these ideas 
with a scholarly article found in the Gale Literature database. 


