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A Guide to Writing in Music Appreciation  

 

Introduction to the course 

Music Appreciation aims to equip you with the ability to engage more deeply with various kinds of 
music. This course is designed to empower you with the capacity to analyze the qualities that 
characterize this art. Writing about music can initially feel challenging insofar as music makes 
demands of its listener that other art forms do not. However, with time and persistence, writing 
about music can become a source of profound fulfillment and endless delight, quintessentially 
transforming both the listener’s understanding of music and their relationship to the medium.   

Things to consider as you listen to music 

Commit a period of time—unlike visual art which can be gleaned in a matter of seconds, music 
requires sustained attention and introspection.  

Listening to music should be an active process.  Rather than passively hearing sounds, you should 
attempt to analyze, or at least consider, certain aspects of the piece you are listening to. These 
aspects are present in nearly all music and should be reflected upon during listening. 

There are several musical elements that you should be familiar with when attempting to analyze a 
piece of music. These elements are nearly omnipresent in all of the western music of the Common 
Practice Period, as well as most western music before and after this time. (Non-western music also 
shares many, if not all, of these elements.) 

TERM DEFINITION 
Melody  A sequence of musical notes that forms the 

basis of many compositions. 
Harmony The simultaneous sounding of multiple notes 

so as to produce pleasing or grating sounds. 
Rhythm The organization of sound into regular 

patterns in time. 
Structure/Form 
Examples: Binary, Ternary, Rondo, Sonata-
Allegro. 

Most music is organized into sections with 
repeating patterns and variations. The 
arrangement of these patterns and sections is 
the form of the piece. 

Timbre The timbre of an instrument derives from the 
unique sound wave that the instrument in 
question produces (it’s what differentiates the 
sound of a clarinet from that of a violin).  

Instrumentation The particular musical instruments employed 
in a musical piece.  
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Writing requirements 

While the writing requirements of Music Appreciation may be tailored to meet the specific needs of 
each course, you are generally expected to demonstrate your comprehension of relevant musical 
terminology and concepts which are covered in your class. Writing assignments in music can take a 
variety of forms, enumerated bellow: 

 
Discussion posts: Located on the D2L class forum, you are expected to compose short 
discussion posts on the topics supplied by your instructor, as well as respond to posts 
authored by your fellow classmates. While some responses may be opinion-based, several 
topics require you to demonstrate your faculty with the nomenclature of music. Often, 
discussion posts are a component of your participation grade, particularly when the class is 
offered online.  
 
Short essays: You may be expected to write short answers to a variety of prompts in your 
quizzes. These range in scope from sharing immediate emotional responses to short pieces 
of music, to a technical analysis and/or comparison. Generally, short answer questions are 
just that—short. You should focus on succinctly expressing yourself using proper 
nomenclature when appropriate. 

 

Performance review: The purpose of the performance review is to assess your impressions 
of a performance and your ability to express musical experience in literary terms. This 
includes descriptions of factors such as atmosphere, instrumentation, genre, the skill of the 
musicians, the quality of music, and its duration, and others. Performance reviews should 
demonstrate critical thinking and discernment. 

 

How the Writing Center can help 

The Writing Center at Brazosport College is a free service with the purpose of assisting you at all 
stages of the writing process. Whether you are trying to understand your teacher’s assignment or you 
already have a draft that needs revising, the Writing Center is here to help.  

The Writing Center can be contacted at 979-230-3184 or 979-230-3460 if you have any questions.  


