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The BCWC is a place
where all readers,
writers, and speakers
are encouraged to
develop efficacy with
rhetorical literacies.

Our mission is to provide a space
where every student can become
a more confident reader, writer,
and speaker, and we realize this
mission through our workshops,
events, and one-on-one
consultations as well as our
ongoing partnerships with faculty
and staff. This mission is
informed by our core values:
collaboration and equity.

Our writing consultants worked remotely along with the rest
of the college throughout the pandemic, but we missed being
together in our Center. Our students seem to have missed
these interactions as well. When compared to Fall 2020, we
have worked with 59% more students and have had 124%
more visits. No wonder we’re tired! 

Coming back to campus has been invigorating. The hallways
filled. Students returned to study rooms and their perches in
the library and Student Pavilion, and our colleagues returned
to their offices. The college came to life with conversations
and laughter, and through it all we continued to show one
another the grace and empathy we cultivated during our time
remote.

This semester, the BCWC found many ways to bring the
Brazosport College community together. We met with
faculty and staff to brainstorm and revise assignments,
discuss personal writing projects, and rehearse presentations.
We trained as a team to offer stronger support for students
writing emails, resumes, and scholarship gratitude letters. We
hosted events for Biology, History, and English classes. And,
of course, we met with students, 48% of whom returned for
multiple visits throughout the semester.

Thank you for collaborating with us this semester! We can’t
wait to see what our partnerships bring us all in 2022.

Dr. April Sikorski 
Director, Writing Center
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The Writing Center would like to introduce our
newest consultant, Rachel Bonini! Rachel is a Ph.D
candidate in American Studies at Purdue University.
She brings her past experiences teaching
Introductory Composition; Women’s, Gender &
Sexuality studies; and Asian American studies to her
work at the BCWC. During the Summer 2021
semester, Rachel joined our Writing Center, and has
proven to be a valuable asset to our team. Rachel
has already taken on a leadership role as a Resource
Creator, led a training workshop for other
consultants, and has received lots of positive
feedback from students. We are extremely happy to
call her a member of our tight-knit team!

During AY 2020-21, the Writing Center saw
students from various courses and
departments. Figure 1 shows the courses
with the most students who used our
services last academic year. As the graph
illustrates, we are not just a space for English
courses; we can help with writing, reading,
and speaking projects in any subject. Don’t
see your course listed? Talk to Dr. April to
see how we can work with you to support
your students next semester!

Why should you encourage your students to use the
Writing Center? Our data shows that our Writing
Center has a positive impact on students’ overall
course grades. For AY 2020-21, 81% of students in
ENGL 1301, ENGL 1302, and PSYC 1300 who
visited the Writing Center earned at least a C at the
end of the semester, with 41% earning an A overall
(Figure 2). Even during the COVID-19 pandemic,
students were able to be successful in their classes
when they took advantage of the services we offer
at the Writing Center. 

Rachel BoniniRachel Bonini
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At the beginning of each semester,
consultants from the Writing Center
visit several classes around the
campus to inform students of our
services and discuss how they may
benefit from them. The consultants
provide general information about
the Writing Center and instructions
for how to schedule appointments. If
a professor requests, the consultants
can even discuss a particular writing
assignment and provide pointers on
how to get started. 

If you would like to
schedule class visits from
the Writing Center for
Spring 2022, reach out to
Dr. April at
april.sikorski@brazosport.
edu.

Class
Visits 

"I believe that having a representative visit increases the
chances of a Writing Center consultation, and that the face to
face contact / meeting may make students more comfortable
in seeking assistance, especially those that may be shy. I have
been happy with the support and assistance my students have
received during their visits and it shows me that students are
using one of our institution's valuable resources."

"[A class visit] sets a precedent with imperative. The
students see a real-life consultant, one they cannot ignore
like the piece of paper bearing the literature review
instructions, telling them about why it’s important to go. I
think students identify with the consultant in a way that
simply cannot occur with their professor."

Gino Palazzo

Isaiah Schauer



93 percent of the respondents
reported being satisfied or very
satisfied with their sessions in the
Writing Center.
88 percent reported being satisfied
or very satisfied with how well their
consultant addressed their
concerns.
84 percent reported feeling
confident or very confident about
making changes to their work after
their sessions.
91 percent of the respondents are
likely or very likely to recommend
the Writing Center to their
classmates.

A total of 43 students in Fall
2021 completed the Writing
Center Post-Visit Survey,
which is a survey that is
automatically emailed to
students after their Writing
Center sessions. Here’s what
they have to say:

Overall, students appear to
be finding value in their
Writing Center sessions,
and they are feeling more
confident about taking on
their writing challenges.

Very understanding. She doesn't
do the work for you. She helps
extend ideas and explain how to
help put things together. :)

Kayla was AWESOME!!

Kirksey was an excellent tutor! Madalyn was very helpful with the whole
understanding the assignment type thing.
She really helped me.

Milton was very nice and very
helpful.

WRITINGWRITING  
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Kirksey 

It is important to establish communication and
cooperate with instructors as a Writing Center.
Our focus as the Librarian and Instructor
Communication team is to make sure that we’re
on the same page as our faculty. With the
Writing Center's value of collaboration in mind,
we work to communicate with instructors and
update the BCWC team about assignments we
might support. In addition to communication, we
store and manage records of current assignments
and course syllabi. Additionally, we schedule class
visit presentations at the start of each semester
where consultants discuss the Writing Center’s
services and how they can benefit our students
and instructors. 
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As the Resource Creators, we help other
Consultants create handout resources called Bites.
These Bites help other consultants and students
learn different grammar rules, vocabulary rules,
citation rules, technology rules, literary device
rules, TSI rules, and writing rules. When a student
struggles with a concept, the Bites are references
the student can take with them as a reminder to
help them understand the concept. We have these
resources in handout form as well as digital form
on the BC website. We also keep all ideas, printed
materials, and lists organized and up to date to
help consultants know which materials need to be
revised and which new resources are available.

Madalyn

As the Event Coordinator for the Writing
Center, my duties are to brainstorm new
events, contact and consult professors to
plan our programming, and facilitate
those events. We have a few that are
designed to help students in specific
classes or assignments, like Come Draft
With Us, and others that are run with all
students in mind, like our new plagiarism
workshop, Whose Line is it Anyway? I 
am always looking for new ideas and
assignments we could offer support
through programming.

Kayla

Rachel

As the Brazosport College Writing Center Social
Media Coordinator, I am responsible for creating
social media content and posting Writing Center
announcements. I create content tailored to an
audience of both students and writing tutors
from other Writing Centers. I post
announcements of upcoming Writing Center
events and other updates to our pages on
Instagram and Facebook. To keep Writing Center
followers familiar with all the Writing Center’s
staff, I coordinate various campaigns that feature
consultants’ ideas and perspectives. We hope
these posts provide a variety of perspectives on
what literacy is and can be. My goal as the
Writing Center Social Media Coordinator is to
continue to create fresh content each semester,
and I hope you will follow us
       @bcwriting.

Maddie
Milton



The Avatar Archives
At our largest event this semester, twenty-one students from Mr. Sysma’s History
1301 class joined us for an immersive Dungeons & Dragons session designed around
the avatar assignment. Writing Center staff developed characters based on the
assignment’s avatars that students could choose from for the event. Together, we
worked on getting into character and thinking about how society was structured
differently in the past. Students left the event with more confidence in their
understanding of the assignment and inspiration for their writings.

This fall, we resumed in-person events at the Writing Center, and students have seemed
eager to participate in these hands-on learning opportunities. Our semester began with two
events that grew out of collaborations with faculty in Biology/Environmental Science and
History. We wrapped up our fall event calendar with a conversation about plagiarism and
how to avoid it. For each event, students learned practical skills in group settings that
directly applied to upcoming assignments and their success in college. Our events also
helped them become familiar with our center and writing consultants. Have an idea for a
literacy event that you think would benefit the BC community? Want to collaborate with
the Writing Center to develop an event to support an assignment? Contact Dr. April at
april.sikorski@brazosport.edu to get started.

Come Draft With Us
Even Hurricane Nicholas didn’t stop students in Biology and Environmental Science
classes from getting started on their literature review assignments. Each semester, the
Writing Center team takes over the Student Success Center, setting up stations for
reading & annotating; brainstorming & outlining; and one-on-one revision sessions
that are designed to support students with this assignment. Fourteen students
attended this fall, leaving with newly-highlighted articles, venn diagram charts, and
bolstered confidence in their ability to tackle this (sometimes daunting) assignment.

FFAALLLL  EEVVEENNTSTS  

Whose Line Is It Anyway?
To wrap up our fall events calendar, students at the “Whose Line Is It Anyway?”
event learned about plagiarism and how to avoid it using proper citation practices.
After reviewing the basics of citing sources, students had fun hunting goblins
together in an online game by answering questions about how to avoid plagiarism in
different scenarios. We were excited to see a faculty member bring their entire
class to this event, and next semester we will be collaborating with the BC Library
to develop a similar event for students.



The Writing Center would like to congratulate our writing consultants on their achievements
during the Fall 2021 semester!

Kirksey Baker began her online Bachelor’s of English program this semester at the University
of Phoenix. She is currently studying to become a Myth and Folklore professor in the future.

Madeleine Lowery graduated with her Associate of Arts from Brazosport College this Fall. She
is hoping to transfer to Texas State University for a bachelor's in Communications with a focus
in online media. Her goals are to go onto grad school for Communications and ultimately
become a professor.

Madalyn Campbell was ceremonially inducted into Brazosport College’s Phi Theta Kappa Psi
Psi Chapter on November 2nd, 2021. She became a member of Phi Theta Kappa remotely in
2020 a was able to participate in the in-person ceremony, along with the other Phi Theta
Kappa members who joined this semester.

Greenfield, L. & Rowan, K. (2011). Writing Centers and the New Racism. Utah State University
Press. 

In Spring 2022, the BCWC will audit our Tutor Education Modules to ensure diversity and
inclusion are foundational to the work we’re doing in our sessions. To prepare for this work,
members of our team have been reading through Greenfield and Rowan’s collection Writing
Centers and the New Racism. This collection has helped us to reconstruct our identity as a
center and our work as writing consultants, and it’s a stellar read for anyone considering how
the teaching and tutoring of writing can be anti-racist pursuits.

Special
Congratulations 

Read with Us



the hollow

im the best at glaring at people
when the hollows squeak back into
their own obscenities. a throaty remark
 of June, running off from a Best Buy with
a stolen flip phone, and then August a trip
around Cambridge meeting youngish grad 
students remarking of time. some phlegm 
permits the best of the best not to say anything,
only to stand there all tall as Cambridge seasons
to Kingsville until the hollow reaches 
Alberta, not off for treaties, or traveling, 
but instead flying money and dismissing 
the issue of rentals and rent fees only to 
disguise as bad anniversaries. 

The Creative Writing section has been created to showcase some of our consultants’
personal writing projects. These projects include poetry, novels, short stories of all
kinds, and more!

This semester’s submission is from Madeleine Lowery.

a catch-22 blue. got your hand lobbed off.
the kiss of frostbite mangles with the tendons
and turn bluer and then move back down to
the countryside. Waco, Sweeny, the Panhandle of TX., 
a miasma of blank culture but a punishment for
something
human. blotchy color from bipolar seasons and 
the blesses and the charmers and the bathrooms 
instead of washrooms and the Crosses and the 
Stoners. the prestigious land is more junior-classed 
as the good samaritans stay close together rather 
than move away. their throat is achy from homesickness 
and confusion of some sort; the hollow will dictate 
not to say anything either, and good sir you, instead
you will find yourself in the quieter world of Tippecanoe
and the afterthought of pride of forgotten, prized
heritages. goodness me, goodness you

not unlike the blackened schoolrooms 
sanctioned in cutthroat southern
belle-blues. 
still i can now say i can use my other
hand
for some fingers or two
but not exactly absorb anything, or
anyone
but keep traveling around
metaphysically, 
all among a bittersweet zoo. 

Artist Statement: I’m a writer, most times a poet, who lays down
in bed at night filling pages with erratic notes of either a
workday or a grody memory. I derive most of my inspiration
from my blemished life and plenty of music, film, and prose. I
wrote this poem in class a year before the global pandemic. I
was reminiscing on my trip to southern Canada during the
summer of 2017 in comparison to my native southeast Texas. 

CREATIVECREATIVE
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Sweet & Bitter Magic is a debut
standalone novel about
witches, curses, and the
(sometimes destructive) power
of love. The novel is written in
a split perspective that follows
the two main characters, Wren
and Tamsin, as they journey
across the country on a quest
to find the cause of the
plague-like curse that is
decimating the population and
attempt to put a stop to it.

Critical Role is a show where “a
bunch of nerdy voice actors play
Dungeons & Dragons” (Mercer).
The cast and crew provide an
immersive atmosphere with their
spectacular acting paired with the
use of lighting, music, and
animation. The production itself
shows the true spirit of Dungeons
& Dragons with candid improv,
emotional storytelling, and
moments of chaos. It can be found
on Twitch, YouTube, and wherever
you listen to podcasts.

Mercer, Matthew. “Labenda Awaits.” YouTube, uploaded
by Critical Role, 19 December 2019,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyCoCqhsFp4
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