
We started this fall off strong; we've had moments where we were slammed,
moments where we were quiet, and we’ve celebrated both. The busy times remind
us how important our services are for students, and the lulls give us time to work on
projects to enrich our center and strengthen our training program.

In addition to training our first cohort of new consultants since before the pandemic
began, our seasoned consultants have worked together this semester to revise our
training modules. First created by consultants in 2018, these online modules teach
new consultants how to work with students. You can learn more about them and
our training program in this edition’s “What We’re Reading” column on page 8.

Our usage data shows a steady semester, with numbers that almost meet our pre-
pandemic usage. We collaborated with 485 students for 929 sessions throughout
the semester, a 10% increase since Fall 2021. We also saw 40% of our users (192
students) return for multiple visits; this suggests that once students use the WC,
they find value in our services, which motivates them to return. 

During all of these sessions, we made time to celebrate graduations, novel
publications, and welcoming new writing consultants for the first time since the
pandemic sent us online. As you’ll see in this semester’s newsletter, we have
welcomed three new consultants this fall, bringing our total number up to 12! The
whole team is trained and ready to meet with your students in January. If you’d like
to discuss ways to incentivize WC usage, shoot me an email at
April.Sikorski@brazosport.edu; we would love to brainstorm and plan with you!

Dr. April Sikorski 
Director, Writing Center

Vision
Statement

Mission
Statement

Contact Information

Phone: (979) 230 - 3460

Site: brazosport.edu/writingcenterschedule

The BCWC is a place
where all readers, writers,
and speakers are
encouraged to develop
efficacy with rhetorical
literacies.

Our mission is to provide a space
where every student can become a
more confident reader, writer, and
speaker. This mission is informed by
our core values: collaboration and
equity. We realize this mission
through our workshops, events, and
one-on-one consultations, as well as
our ongoing partnerships with
faculty and staff.

Director's Notes

General 
Information

Email: writingcenter@brazosport.edu 

SP23 Hours
Monday - Thursday:

9 AM to 7 PM
Friday:

9 AM to 12PM 

mailto:April.Sikorski@brazosport.edu
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Chloe Moss joined the Writing Center team on
September 26th. Chloe hopes to learn from her

experiences as a writing consultant as she studies
for her English degree to eventually become an

English professor. In Chloe’s free time, she enjoys
writing fiction, drawing her original characters,

playing video games, and watching sci-fi/cult classic
movies. Additionally, she sometimes remotely

performs behind-the-scenes work with Cirque du
Soleil artists in one of their Las Vegas shows, The

Beatles LOVE, and she has created a total of 365 of
her own original characters for her various literary

works. 
Eberth Acevedo joined the Writing Center on the

21st of November. He hopes to strengthen his
leadership skills and refine his writing skills. Eberth is
attending Brazosport College to pursue an Associate
of Science degree so that he can major in mechanical
engineering in the future. He hopes to make a career

in mechanical engineering and is still deciding on a
specific position within the field. In Eberth’s free

time, he likes to skateboard, play guitar, and read, and
his primary interests are gothic literature, Legend of

Zelda, and Dragon Ball. A fun fact about Eberth is that
his favorite authors are gay, but their books hardly

cover LGBTQ themes.

Nathan Brooks joined the Writing
Center team on November 7th. He

hopes to help students blossom
into stronger writers. Nathan is a
homeschooled dual credit student
at Brazosport College, where he is

working toward an Associate of
Arts degree. His career goal is to
become a museum curator. In his

free time, he enjoys playing classical
music on the piano. 



We would like to take a moment to recognize some of the achievements our team has made in their personal and
professional lives this semester.

After three years of revising and rewriting, Kirksey Baker celebrated the publication of her debut novel, The
Secret & the Stone, this September. The young adult fantasy follows Princess Aurelia as she grapples with a
corrupt ruler, secret magic, and an unexpected crush. The novel can be purchased on-campus through her, or
online through Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Apple Books, and more. She also launched a small business, Witch’s
Brew Coffee, at Creepy Hollow Haunted House during the Halloween season.

Milton De Leon graduated from Arizona State University with a Bachelor of Science in Communication. He plans
to take a break from academics to celebrate this achievement before eventually pursuing a Master’s degree in
Communication.

Writing is a process with multiple stages, which are
listed in the data graphic above. While this chart
does not provide an exhaustive list of why
students visit the Writing Center, it provides a
good visual of other reasons that motivate
students to seek our services. So, although revision
is most certainly an important part of the writing
process, part of our mission involves helping
students develop their self-efficacy in the earlier
stages of writing, such as drafting and research,
because it ultimately enhances their growth as
writers. 

This chart also indicates that in the school
year 2021-2022, the year in which most
services had just returned to in-person
operations, there was still a heavy reliance on
our online writing appointment services. 

Data

Special
Congratulations 



90% of respondents believe that the
ability to write is important or very
important for completing their degree
program at BC.
90% of respondents believe that the
ability to read is important or very
important for completing their degree
program at BC.
80% of respondents reported that
their session increased their
confidence as an academic writer. 
47% of respondents reported that
their confidence as a writer
encouraged them to take more classes
at BC.

A total of 131 students
throughout Fall 2022
completed the Writing
Center post-visit survey,
which is automatically
emailed to students after
their Writing Center
sessions. Here are some of
the results:

Evidently, the Writing
Center has a pivotal
role in developing
students’ self-efficacy
as writers and
students’ persistence
towards graduation.

They took me as a walk-in which was helpful,
[Madalyn] helped me understand what exactly
I was doing and how to correctly format my
paper.

Milton is always super helpful
and gives positive remarks with
good feedback on things to
improve.

I’m thankful for [Elliott's]
assistance and solutions to how
I do my essays in APA format.

[Lain was] Very thorough and helped with
absolutely any question I had. Made sure I
understood what I was being told and if she
needed to repeat herself. Made me feel
comfortable to ask even the smallest of
questions without feeling intimidated or dumb. [Kirksey] was very helpful, patient, and

understanding. I know how to better
organize my paper, and I look forward to
seeing her again for another writing
assignment!WRITINGWRITING  

CENTERCENTER
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If you would like for our
consultants to start
visiting your courses,
please reach out to our
director, Dr. April Sikorski 

During the first few weeks of each semester, Writing
Center consultants visit classrooms around campus to
educate students about the benefits of using our services.
The courses we usually visit include, but are not limited to,
English, Speech, Biology, and Psychology. Consultants
provide general information about the Writing Center,
discuss our hours, the types of help we offer, and ways to
schedule appointments. At the professor’s request,
consultants can also discuss specific writing assignments
during these presentations. Class visits give students the
information they need to get a jumpstart on their first
writing assignments of the semester. Here are a couple of
instructors who see the value in our class visit
presentations:

Class
Visits

"I do like that consultants often remind students that they
can work with them at all stages of their process for the
assignment. This helps to clear up the misconception that
some of my students have that they can only visit the
Writing Center with a complete draft, which then
sometimes becomes a barrier for them using the Writing
Center as a resource."

"There are two main reasons to embrace having a WC
consultant visit class. One, the students benefit because the
more they are aware of the resources available to them, the
more they will use them. Two, the WC makes our lives as
teachers easier: assignments that are written well convey a
clearer idea of how well students are mastering the course
material (and they are also so much easier to grade!)."

Tabatha Rhodes

David Sysma

English

History

(april.sikorski@brazosport.edu).
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Our focus as the Librarian and Instructor Communication team is to
make sure that we are on the same page as our faculty. It is important
to establish communication and cooperate with instructors as a
Writing Center. With the Writing Center's value of collaboration in
mind, we give our best efforts in communicating with instructors and in
keeping ourselves updated on what they are teaching each semester.
This allows the WC team to better prepare to provide the quality
assistance that our students deserve. In order to fulfill this goal, we
manage records of current assignments and course syllabi in the
Writing Center. Additionally, we schedule class visit presentations at
the start of each semester, where consultants discuss the Writing
Center’s services and how they can benefit our students and
instructors.

Milton

As the Social Media Coordinator, I am responsible for creating social media content and posting
Writing Center announcements. I create content tailored to an audience of both students and
writing tutors from other Writing Centers. To keep our followers and BC students familiar with the
Writing Center’s consultants, I coordinate campaigns that feature consultants’ ideas and
perspectives. This fall I designed a campaign that included several tutors’ examples of writing in the
workforce to promote the idea that all jobs require strong literacy skills. My goal as the Writing
Center Social Media Coordinator is to continue to create content that supports what the Writing
Center offers and our tutors' knowledge. I hope you will follow our pages:  

Facebook: @brazosportWritingCenter     Instagram: @bcwriting

As the Resource Creators, we create handout resources called Bites. These
Bites help consultants and students learn different rules regarding grammar,
vocabulary, citations, technology, literary devices, TSI, and writing. When a
student struggles with a concept, the Bites are references that students can
take with them to help them understand the concept. We have these
resources in handout form in the Writing Center, as well as in digital form on
the BC website. We also keep all ideas, printed materials, and lists organized
and updated to help consultants know which materials need to be revised
and which new resources are available.

ROLESROLES

LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP
Kayla

As the Event Coordinator for the Writing Center, my duties are to brainstorm
new events, contact and consult professors to plan our programming, and
facilitate those events. We have a few events that are designed to help students
in specific classes or assignments, like "Come Draft With Us," and others that
are run with all students in mind, like our new events, "Gators Vote" and "Make
a Scene." I am always looking for new ideas and assignments we could support
through programming.

Jen



Avatar Archives
Mr. Sysma’s History 1301 and
1302 students joined us for an

afternoon of historical Dungeons
& Dragons in preparation for their

Avatar Assignment. The 13
attendees got to bring their

avatars to life and find inspiration
for their journal entries.

Gators Vote
The Writing Center launched our new

“Gators Vote” event this semester to help
students become familiar with civic
literacy. We saw an incredible 47

attendees! Participants had the chance to
register to vote, create a voting plan,

write to their representatives, and
become familiar with various political

issues and candidates.

Come Draft With Us
The Writing Center hosted our bi-annual

“Come Draft With Us” event to assist
Biology, Environmental Science, and

Anatomy & Physiology students with their
Literature Review assignment. This semester

we had a record-breaking 28 attendees!
Students left with highlighted articles,

detailed outlines, and confidence in their
understanding of the assignment.
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Make a Scene
Another exciting event that was launched
this semester was “Make a Scene,” which

celebrated creative writing and the
beginning of National Novel Writing Month.

Our 10 attendees visited stations to get
help creating plots, characters, and worlds

for their stories. We also had talks by
published BC faculty members and were
treated to a reading by D.E.E.P. Mouton

(@livelifedeep) from her upcoming memoir,
Black Chameleon, which can be pre-ordered

through Kindred Stories Bookstore.

EE
VV
EE
NN
TT
SS  

https://kindredstorieshtx.com/collections/preorder/products/pre-order-black-chameleon-memory-womanhood-and-myth-by-deborah-d-e-e-p-mouton


The WC loves to collaborate with faculty to create, revise, or support writing projects in their courses. This
semester, we would like to feature our work within the Life Sciences.

Anatomy & Physiology, General Biology, and Environmental Science courses require students to complete a
Literature Review writing assignment. Dr. Schauer created this assignment in Spring 2013 to offer his
students exposure to and practice with technical writing within the sciences. To encourage his students to
get peer feedback, Dr. Schauer requires that his students visit the Writing Center for their rough and final
drafts. Writing Consultants noticed that students often struggle with common issues in their Literature
Review, so the Writing Center created resources to support our sessions and collaborated with Dr. Schauer
to create a day-long event where students can visit stations and work on issues specific to where they are in
their project. The "Come Draft with Us" event is now in its 7th semester, and we saw a record number of
students in Fall 2022.

After supporting this assignment for several years, Dr. Schauer worked with Dr. Sikorski to revise the
literature review assignment to better meet his and his colleague’s goals. This work also involved a trial run
at pre-scheduling appointments for students. While the pre-scheduling wasn’t a success, students and
faculty have been pleased with the results they see from the new assignment.

Want to learn more about requiring Writing Center visits, collaborating with the WC on an assignment, or
creating an event to support a reading, writing, or speaking project in your class? Reach out to Dr. April
Sikorski at april.sikorski@brazosport.edu. 

Writing Across the
Curriculum

Fitzgerald, L. & Ianetta, M. (Eds.) (2016). The Oxford Guide for Writing Tutors: Practice and 
             Research. Oxford University Press.

This semester, the BCWC writing consultants have been working hard to revise our Discourse
Expectation training modules. Writing consultant training has two prongs: shadowing and online
modules. Our shadowing program takes place in real time during a new consultant’s shift, whereas
consultants complete our online modules during their free time between sessions. These modules
explain the theory and values that underpin our practice as writing consultants. As veteran
consultants work hard to revise our Discourse Expectation modules, new consultants have been
reading Fitzgerald and Ianetta’s The Oxford Guide for Writing Tutors. This book introduces consultants
to the field of writing center scholarship by framing our work as consultants as practitioner-
researchers. As we tutor, we learn and develop methodology that we hone throughout our practice.
The Oxford Guide for Writing Tutors grounds practical suggestions about tutoring in seminal and
contemporary writing center scholarship, making this the perfect text to introduce our new
consultants to the work of writing center praxis.

What We're
Reading

mailto:april.sikorski@brazosport.edu


With his head swirling and dancing, Priscille Stratton went to pocket the fingerprint-key, and only then remembered that he was still in
his ballet uniform. He peered down over himself, woozy, a little surprised at the fact that he had a body. His half-opaque, cyan plastic
jacket had caught most of the blood splatters. That was alright. It would wash easily.

Oh, right. Rachael was dead. His mind kept trying to run from that sentence. It didn’t feel real. Nothing felt real. Humans used to live on
Earth, carpeted in green; the ground was alive, the sky was full of things that could fly, and the sea was full of incomprehensible depths.
But all of humanity had to run away, had to leave everything they had, because past generations had destroyed everything. Now the
remnants of mankind had to hide away on a sterile, claustrophobic satellite, run by an autocratic council that was, somehow, beyond all
understanding, completely and entirely immortal - except… Wait. Not completely and entirely. He’d tested that, hadn’t he? The Red
Lapels were two down. There were four left. They’d better run, run now. He was coming. He was on his way, he was-

Oh, right. Rachael was dead.

 He groaned out from his soul and knotted his fingers in his half-shaved hair, tugging tight, trying to pry out the thoughts that made
sense. What was important right now? What did he need to focus on? Rachael. It was her. She was the only thing that mattered. Okay, so
what did she need? What a question. It was heavy enough to make his skull quake. She – she needed so many things. So many.

 Maybe a better question was, what could he give her?

 It was one he knew the answer to. He would go change, because Red Lapel President Sebastian’s blood was all over him, and it didn’t
deserve to touch her. She deserved better. She deserved everything. He would hold her close. He would get her home, with the flowers
she’d always worked so hard on, with the flowers she loved so much, so she could rest. So she could properly, properly rest, with the
respect she deserved. And he would give her his anniversary gift to her; they were brand new pointe shoes. Her favorite color, the same
warm, unsaturated royal purple as her hair. He shuddered and squeezed the fingerprint-key as he considered it all, then he let go of it
and tugged his hair again, as hard as he could, to get his thoughts to go away. He refused to focus on them.

Because it wasn’t about him anymore.

It was about Rachael. And it was about those damned Red Lapels. And, more than anything else, it was about what he was going to do
about it all.

WRITINGWRITING

Description:
In 2077, the Earth was failing due to climate change,
but a sliver of humanity survived thanks to the works
of an elite team of scientists named the Red Lapels.
The Lapels created the Los Angeles Satellite (LAS), a
ship made to orbit Earth and be self-sustaining, and
evacuated as many humans to it as possible. It was
very successful.

It’s now 120 years after the creation of the LAS, the
year 2197. However, two citizens feel different than
the rest – Priscille Stratton and Rachael Lilith, the lead
dancers of the LAS Ballet, with Rachael being an heir
to a Red Lapel throne. In this excerpt, Priscille has just
recovered from the most graphic event of his life –
watching Red Lapel President JF Sebastian kill
Rachael, and, in turn, Priscille killing President
Sebastian to avenge her. 

CREATIVECREATIVE
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Artist Statement:
This is an excerpt from my work-in-progress novel,
Vesper. Writing has always been my creative and
emotional outlet. As I navigated through graduating high
school while undergoing the grueling process of being
diagnosed with a brain malformation, Vesper brought me
comfort and self-expression. As a story, it is ultimately
about the beauties and follies of human ambition and
perseverance. Hopefully, one day, Vesper will mean as
much to you, the readers, as it means to me.

 ~Chloe Moss
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BITESBITES &&
This Writing Bite is one of the

numerous Bites we offer as a resource.
Students use this to help them

understand why and how to write body
paragraphs for their essays. This Bite

breaks down what should be included in
a body paragraph and gives detailed

explanations about each section.
Students often struggle with developing

their purpose clearly and fully
explaining their ideas, so this Bite can

help any student in their writing
process.

Like the Bite? Visit this link for
more:

https://brazosport.edu/students/f
or-students/student-success-

center/writing-center/Resources-
for-Students/ 

 
Want us to create a specific Bite

for your class? Email Dr. April:
april.sikorski@brazosport.edu
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The Mysterious Benedict Society is about a group of four orphans who are tasked with saving the world by the
titular Mr. Benedict. After passing his tests and joining his team, the four main characters are sent to a school
called “The Institute” that is run by Dr. Curtain, who Mr. Benedict believes to be behind an event called “The
Emergency.” The four must work together to pass their classes, solve Mr. Benedict’s riddles, and figure out
how to stop The Emergency.

The show is enjoyable for people who read the books it is based on; the characters’ personalities and
mannerisms carry over well to the screen from the page. It is also entertaining for those who have no prior
knowledge of the series but enjoy lighthearted adventure stories and solving puzzles alongside characters.
Additionally, even though it is based on a middle-grade book series, it is cleverly written and well-acted so
that even adults can enjoy it. The show is based on a series of four books following the four main characters,
and there is also a prequel book about Mr. Benedict and a puzzle book.

Dr. April: "I don't know if
that place can emotionally

hold rotisserie chicken."

Lain: "My knees are like
musical instruments but not

in a good way." BCWC OUTBCWC OUT
OF CONTEXTOF CONTEXT

QOUTESQOUTES  


